Viewpoints

School Districts Navigate the New Rules
for Expanded Transitional Kindergarten in
California

Expanded Transitional Kindergarten (TK) in California represents a significant step forward in early
childhood education, providing a critical bridge between preschool and kindergarten. By extending access to
transitional kindergarten to more children, the state ensures that young learners are better prepared for the
academic and social demands of elementary school. Research consistently shows that high-quality early
education programs can lead to improved cognitive development, enhanced social skills, and better long-
term academic outcomes. With expanded TK, California is laying a strong foundation for lifelong learning,
particularly for children from disadvantaged backgrounds who may not have access to other early learning
opportunities. This initiative not only supports early literacy and numeracy skills but also fosters a love for
learning at a crucial developmental stage.

Furthermore, the expansion of TK in California is an investment in educational equity and social justice. By
providing a more inclusive early education environment, the state is addressing the disparities that exist in
educational attainment and readiness among different socio-economic groups. Expanded TK helps to level
the playing field, giving all children, regardless of their background, a fair start in their educational journey.
This initiative also benefits working families by offering a reliable and structured early education option,
enabling parents to pursue employment opportunities with greater peace of mind. Overall, expanded TK is a
forward-thinking policy that recognizes the importance of early childhood education in shaping a more
equitable and prosperous future for all Californians.

This past school year, 4-year-old Yoshua would’ve been home, watching TV or playing on his tablet if he
hadn’t been enrolled in Garden Grove Unified’s transitional kindergarten (TK) program, according to his
mom, Briseida, who asked that her last name not be used.

“Learning the English language, learning how to start writing his name, learning colors and numbers,

knowing that he goes to school with his classmates and can talk and play with them, knowing that his
teacher will teach him new things,” Briseida said in Spanish in a district video about the importance of
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TK, an additional year of public education prior to kindergarten. “All of that has been very positive for us
because if he had stayed at home, he would not have learned any of those things.”
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